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What is the ACS? 
3 
 An ongoing  mandatory demographic survey, 
that replaced the Census long form. 
 
 Randomly select about 3.5 million addresses 
each year to participate in the survey. 
 
 Data collection through four modes: Internet, 
Mail, Telephone, Personal Visits 
 
 Annually produces 1 year and 5-year datasets 
as low as a Census Tract (neighborhood) and 
some block groups. 
 
 2014 has two data sets for release:  
 ACS 1-year available now.  
 ACS 5-year release will release December 10, 2015 
 
 Generates data that help determine how more 
than $400 billion in federal and state funds are 
distributed each year. 
 
Census / ACS History 
 1790-1930 
 Census: one form to all households  
 
 1940-2000 
 Census: short form and long form 
 
 2000 
 ACS: large-scale demonstration 
 
 2005-present 
 ACS / PRCS: full implementation 
  
 2010 
 Census: short form only 
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How is the ACS Different from a Census? 
ACS 2010 Census 
purpose Sample estimates Official counts 
produces 
Population 
characteristics Population totals 
new data every Year 10 years 
data reflect Period of time Point in time 
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ACS Data Collection Process 
Online Mail Telephone Personal Visit 
Self-Response Modes Non-Response Modes 
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Subjects Included in the Survey 
Social 
Economic 
Housing 
Demographic 
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Education 
Marital Status 
Fertility 
Veterans 
Disability 
Citizenship 
Language 
Migration 
Employment Status 
Income 
Commuting 
Occupation & Industry 
Health Insurance 
Class of Worker 
 
i  
Tenure (Own/Rent) 
Occupancy & Structure 
Home Value 
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) 
Utilities 
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities 
i  
Sex 
Age 
Race 
Hispanic Origin 
 
r i  
Changes to Content 
 2008: New/modified questions added for 
 Marital history 
 Health insurance coverage 
 Service-connected disability status and rating 
 Disability 
 2009: New question added for Bachelor’s field of degree 
 2013: New questions added for Computer ownership/Internet access 
 2016: Propose modifying/removing  
 Computer usage and internet 
 Business/medical office on property 
 Flush toilet 
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Selected Census  
Geographic Concepts—Legal Areas 
 Nation 
 States 
 Counties 
 Incorporated Places 
 Minor Civil Divisions 
 Congressional Districts 
 School Districts 
 Zip Code Tabulation Areas 
(ZCTAs) 
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Selected Census  
Geographic Concepts—Statistical Areas 
 Regions 
 Divisions 
 Census Designated Places 
 Census County Divisions 
 Public Use Microdata Areas 
(PUMA) 
 Census Tracts 
 Block Groups 
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Standard Hierarchy of Census 
Geographic Entities 
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Availability of ACS Data Products 
Estimated 
Population of 
Geographic Area 
1-Year 
Estimates 
3-Year 
Estimates 
5-Year 
Estimates 
65,000 or more X X X 
20,000 to 64,999 X X 
Less than 20,000 X 
Planned  
Release Date 
September 17, 
2015 N/A 
December 10, 
2015 
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ACS Main Page 
census.gov/acs 
15 
Data Tables & Tools 
census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/index.php 
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Comparison Guidance 
17 
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2013.html 
 
Technical Documentation Page 
18 
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html 
Educational Materials 
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/educational-materials.html 
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Ways to Access 
 QuickFacts 
 Census Explorer 
 OnTheMap for Emergency Management 
 Narrative Profiles 
 American FactFinder 
 Application Programming Interface (API) 
 Census Business Bulider 
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Find Data Tools on Census.gov 
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QuickFacts 
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When to use:  
Find a fact fast. View selected 
estimates about social, 
economic, and housing 
characteristics for all states 
and counties, and for cities 
with more than 5,000 people. 
 
census.gov/quickfacts 
 
 
Census Explorer 
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When to use:  
Explore selected estimates 
about people, education, 
income, and commuting in 
an interactive map to 
visualize how statistics 
change over time and 
across geographies. 
 
census.gov/censusexplorer 
 
OnTheMap for Emergency Management 
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When to use:  
Use estimates to understand 
areas affected by disasters, 
natural disasters, and 
weather events to support 
response and recovery. 
 
onthemap.ces.census.gov/em 
 
Narrative Profiles 
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When to use:  
Browse statistics presented 
as a text-based report with 
plenty of colorful graphs and 
charts. 
 
census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/data.html 
 
 
Application Programming 
Interface (API) 
census.gov/developers 
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American FactFinder (AFF) 
32 
When to use:  
Search all ACS data for 
all geographies down to 
the block group level  
 
factfinder.census.gov  
 
 
AFF Advanced Search 
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AFF Geographies-List Tab 
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AFF Geographies-Name Tab 
35 
AFF Geographies-Name Tab II 
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AFF Topics 
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Selecting Topics in AFF 
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Data Product Types 
Profiles 
• Data Profiles (DP)  
• Narrative Profiles (NP)  
• Comparison Profiles (CP) 
• Selected Population 
Profiles (S0201) 
Tables 
• Detailed Tables (B or C) 
• Subject Tables (S) 
• Ranking Tables (R) 
• Geographic Comparison 
Tables (GCT) 
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ID 
Profile/Table Numbering 
 B=Data Product Type (Base Table) 
 06=Subject (Place of Birth) 
      census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_2013/ 
 004=Sequential Number 
 A=Race/Hispanic Origin (White Alone) 
 PR=For Puerto Rico Geographies Only 
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B 06 004 A PR 
Data Profile vs Detailed Table 
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Data Tools Chart 
42 
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/data-tools-chart.html 
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Exercise 1 
 Accessing 
multiple 
levels of 
geographies 
by an 
address 
search  
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Address search 
results lists all 
the geographies 
associated with 
the address that 
you can access 
data by.  
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View Geographic Boundaries  
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47 
48 
49 
50 
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Exercise 2 
Accessing 
Multiple like 
geographies 
in single 
table.  
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Creating a map by a data set 
of like geographies.  
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Searching with Topics box 
60 
Notable items to filter for ACS datasets 
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Thank you for attending  
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For further questions 
Kimberly Davis 
Kimberly.ann.davis@census.gov 
303-503-7047 
